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very important. That's very crucial. As I said, t his p rogram
works. Tobacco Free Hall County, where I come from, put forth
some advertising that has gone nationwide. The y' re a little
more impressive, of course, than what Senator Bourne had alluded
to in some of the things he read. So me of the billboards they
have throughout the state of Nebraska, and in o ther st ates as
well, are very impressive. And they are working. This program
works . I t does sa v e l i ve s . I don ' t par t i cul a r l y know i f t he
money should come out of General Funds. I would be very anxious
to see it come from another... I would love to see it come from
the tobacco tax, or from the tobacco settlement money. Tha t' s
where it rea lly sh ould come. And i f there is a proposal out
there, if Sena tor Bro mm has some thing that wil l fun d it
elsewhere, I w ould be more than happy to support that. Thank
y ou, Mr . P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Ag u ilar.
Synowiecki , f ol l owed b y Senato r B r o mn.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members. K ind
o f a spi n -off w hat Senator A g u ilar w a s speaking to. Th is
program is prevention oriented. And they go a lot far beyond
what the...what was presented to us by Senator Bourne. I know
the programs in my area, in south Omaha, a re ver y pro active,
very proactive i n the schools, an d do a wonde rful job in
p reven t i o n a c t i v i t y . Sen a t o r Pr e i s t e r k i n d o f a l l u de d t o so me
of that . But a lso , I think it's a bit hypocritical for us
to...from what I understand the fiscal people are telling me,
receive revenues to this state that exceed $60 million a year in
c igare t t e t ax r even u e. An d I . . . qu i t e ho n e s t l y , I t hi nk i t ' s
h ypocr i t i c a l f or u s t o acc e p t t h a t en o r mous a m oun t o f r evenu e
and not set aside a very small portion of that for prevention
activities. Indeed, it may even be viewed as a bit self-serving
that we continually raise cigarette taxes as w e face these
budget c r i s e s , b u t we d o n ' t . . .we ' r e n ot n ow go i n g t o p u t a s i d e
any money fo r pr ev e n t i o n act i v i t i es , a t l eas t under Rai kes '
amendment. N ow, I' ve never supported any of them cigarette tax
increases. But I think as far...as long as we have them and as
long as we derive this enormous amount of revenue from cigarette
t axes , you kn ow , g i v e n t h a t f ac t , I cann o t , i n go o d c o n s c i e n ce ,
support Senator Raikes' amendment. Thank you, Senator Cudaback.
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